




INTRODUCTION
‘When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.’
   —Psalm 126:1

We aren’t sure of the exact event the author of Psalm 126 is referring to. 
Perhaps it was the Exodus, and all the many awesome signs and wonders God 
performed, climaxing with the parting of the Red Sea. Or maybe it was one of 
the many spectacular conquests the Lord granted the Israelites as they claimed 
the Promise Land. Whatever it was, the Psalmist says it was so incredible it 
almost seemed like it was too good to be true. In fact, it felt like a dream. One 
of those incredibly vivid dreams of something so amazingly good that you don’t 
want to wake up from because you know the moment you do reality will wash 
over you and disappointment will set in as you realize it’s entirely impossible. 
The Psalmist is describing this event as so incredible it felt like a dream...but it 
wasn’t! It’s wasn’t some too good to be true, far fetched impossible wish. The 
great thing about this dream is it was true! 

As we enter another season of Advent we reflect on and celebrate a moment in 
the history of our world that feels like one of those too good to be true dreams. 
The moment where God humbled Himself and entered into His creation to 
dwell amongst us. And in Matthew chapters 1 and 2 we see God used dreams 
to prepare some for His first Advent. Just like those dreams He gave proved to 
be true, this wonderful dream that He came into His creation to become sin, 
so that in Him we might become His righteousness is also true! And so during 
this season of Advent we celebrate this reality! And we echo the words of the 
Psalmist. We are like those who dream because the Lord, through His Son Jesus, 
has restored our fortunes! And that’s why we can sing ‘it’s the most wonderful 
time of the year!’

But because of all the hustle and bustle that comes this time of year, it can 
quickly change from being the most wonderful to the most stressful. So our 
hope is that the devotionals and resources contained in this guide will help 
direct our eyes back to Jesus; the “reason for the season.” Additionally, we hope 
this guide will assist parents in leading and discipling their children well in the 
midst of the bombardment of commercialism we all face, and also encourage 
the establishing of God-glorifying, fun and memorable traditions in the home.

This guide is laid out in 2 sections. The first section contains the Advent 
devotionals. These devotionals are intended to be read one a week on Sunday 
for six consecutive Sundays, starting the first Sunday of Advent, as well as 
Christmas Day. 

This guide goes through the week after Christmas so be sure to continue 
reading after Christmas. Each devotional may also include discussion questions, 
accompanying song suggestions, daily readings for the remainder of the week, 
and directions for parents hoping to lead their families in a time of worship 
(although you certainly can utilize the Family Worship section even if you aren’t 
married or don’t have kids!). The second section is a list of Additional Resources. 
We would recommend checking out the Additional Resource section before 
you begin this guide in case you want to incorporate any of these resources and 
suggestions for the coming weeks.

Thank You 

for taking the time to work through this guide during the Advent season. We 
pray that the Lord might use it to grow each of us in the grace and knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.

2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
    and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then they said among the nations,
    “The Lord has done great things for them.”
3 The Lord has done great things for us;
    we are glad.
   — Psalm 126:2-3



WEEK ONE 
T R U T H S FO U N D I N M AT T H E W’S B EG AT S |  M AT T H E W 1:1-17

(Consider listening to Andrew Peterson’s song 
“Matthew’s Begats” in place of reading the text)

Let’s be honest, most of us don’t put up a 
fight when we consider skipping over the 
genealogies during our readings of Scripture. 
We have a hard time seeing how these 
long lists of names are beneficial except for 
providing us with ideas for baby names. But 
we’re reminded in 2 Timothy 3:16 that all 
Scripture is God-breathed and profitable, 
even the “begats.” In Matthew’s Begats, we 
are confronted with 4 important truths. 
First, we are reminded of God’s faithfulness 
and we see this in how He kept His promises 
to Abraham and David. Second, we are 
reminded of the truth that all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God. This list 
is full of sinners: liars, murderers, adulterers, 
and so much more. And yet, third, we aren’t 
bound to the chains and sins of our fathers. 
17th-century Puritan Thomas Fuller noted 
that we see in this list good fathers with 
good sons, and good fathers with bad sons. 
Likewise, there are bad fathers with bad sons, 
and bad fathers with good sons. Then,  

 
 
 
Fuller made this observation: “I see, Lord, 
from this, that my father’s piety cannot be 
handed on; that is bad news for me. But 
I also see that actual impiety is not always 
hereditary; that is good news for my son.” 
And lastly, fourth, God is not only capable, 
but it pleases Him to use sinners to advance 
His kingdom and accomplish His will. 
These promises should fill us with hope and 
confidence when we consider the words of 
the apostle Paul: “You are not lacking in any 
gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, 
guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God is faithful, by whom you were called 
into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord (1 Corinthians 1:7-9).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.) What do you know about your family 

tree and genealogy? How does this 

knowledge shape how you think about 

your own life?

2.) Why do you think God inspired Matthew 

to begin his gospel with a genealogy? 

 

3.) Skim through the list of names in Jesus’ 

genealogy. Who are you most familiar 

with? What do you know about them?

4.) Why do you think Matthew emphasized 

Jesus’ connection to David and 

Abraham (v1)?

5.) What does this genealogy tell us  

about God’s plans to send a Savior  

into the world? 



DAILY READINGS

Monday: Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Tuesday: Genesis 3:8-21

Wednesday: Genesis 15:1-6

Thursday: Genesis 22:1-14

Friday: Genesis 27:1-29

Saturday: Genesis 32:22-32

FAMILY WORSHIP

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
- Explain to your children that each candle represents the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy, Love and finally Jesus
- Have someone light the first candle and explain how the first candle represents Hope

STUDY GOD’S WORD
- If you have already led the devotional time then re-read Matthew 1:1. If not, now is a good time to lead your family in that 

devotional.
- Talk to your children about how many Jews, including many of the names in the genealogy, were hoping for Jesus to come 

one day.
- Why do they, and we, need Jesus?
- Talk with your kids about how because of sin we live in darkness, but because of Jesus we have hope.
- If all scripture is God breathed and is profitable, then memorizing scripture is beneficial. As a family, for this week’s 

memorization, attempt to memorize Andrew Peterson’s song ‘Matthew’s Begats’. Have fun with it, and consider treating 
the whole family to a reward this Saturday if you can can memorize it, or for at least trying!

SONG AND PRAYER
- Sing the suggested song together as a family. If you need help with the music look the song up on our Spotify playlist!
- Spend some time praying together as a family.
- For the remainder of this week consider singing one of the suggested songs and spending time in prayer together as a 

family each night before bed.

FAMILY ACTIVITY
Parents, plan a really fun and exciting Christmas activity to do with your kids later in the week (view our list of activities in 
the additional resource section if you need ideas). At the end of this family worship time tell your kids you have a surprise 
for them later this week. Then give hints and reminders throughout the week to build excitement and anticipation. Once 
you’ve done the activity talk to your kids about the hope they felt waiting all week. Were they confident the whole time or 
did they have concern that maybe you would forget or that maybe the surprise wouldn’t be any good? Do you think people 
waiting on Jesus to first come were always confident God would keep His promise and send the Messiah? Talk to them 
about how you fulfilled the promise and the hints, and relate that to God fulfilling the prophecies and promise to send the 
Messiah. Rejoice as a family that God not only made the promise, but kept His promise to send Jesus into this world!

F E AT U R E D S O N G
O Come O Come Emmanuel

Chorus
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel
Shall come to thee O Israel

Verse 1
O come O come Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear

Verse 2
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny
From depths of Hell Thy people save
And give them victory o’er the grave

Verse 3
O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death’s dark shadows put to flight

Verse 4
O come Thou Wisdom from on high
And order all things far and nigh
To us the path of knowledge show
And cause us in her ways to go

Verse 5
O come Desire of nations bind
All peoples in one heart and mind
Bid envy strife and quarrels cease
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace

ADDITIONAL SONGS FOR REFLECTION
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
Deliver Us (Andrew Peterson)
A Hymn of Advent (Matt Scott)



We don’t know how much time passed, but the Lord allowed some amount to pass before 
He sent an angel into the dreams of Joseph, son of Jacob, to confirm what Mary had told 
him. The baby being knit together in Mary’s womb was, in fact, the Christ, and he should 
not divorce her, but instead take Mary as his bride and raise Jesus as his own son. God could 
have easily orchestrated it so that Joseph was conveniently with Mary when Gabriel came 
and revealed the news to her. But He didn’t. Instead, He left Joseph in the dark which forced 
an uncomfortable conversation to be had between the engaged couple. Trials have a way of 
exposing both the good and the bad, the right and the wrong, within our heart. And in this 
awkward moment, we see that Joseph’s decision to divorce Mary, while wrong, demonstrates 
he was a man of just and noble character. Good qualities to hold to. God entered this world 
not to simply rescue us from the dead and give us life, but to give us a new life. In Christ 
we are new creations. So God isn’t satisfied with us being partially new creations. He isn’t 
content with us being free from many sins, but still entangled with a few. We are to be 
entirely and fully new creations. So God refines us. And one way He does that is through 
trials, in order to expose both the good and the bad, the right and the wrong. “Rejoice 
always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will  
of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but  
test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil” (1 Thessalonians 
5:16-22).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.) How hard do you think it was for Joseph 

to believe Mary when she first told him 

about baby Jesus?

2.) Why do you think God waited to reveal 

His plan to Joseph through a second 

visit from an angel?

 

3.) Why did the angel tell Joseph to name 

his son, Jesus?

4.) What does the name, Immanuel, mean 

and how does it help us understand the 

ministry of Jesus?

5.) What trials are you facing this Advent 

season that are making it hard for you to 

“hold fast to what is good”?

WEEK TWO
H O L D FA S T W H AT I S G O O D |  M AT T H E W 1:18-25



DAILY READINGS

Monday: Genesis 50:15-21

Tuesday: Exodus 12:1-12

Wednesday: Joshua 24:14-28

Thursday: Judges 2:16-23

Friday: 1 Samuel 8:1-22

Saturday: 2 Samuel 7:1-29

FAMILY WORSHIP

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
- Have someone light the first candle and remind everyone it represents Hope
- Have someone light the second candle and explain how it represents Peace

STUDY GOD’S WORD
- If you have already led the devotional time then re-read Matthew 1:20-21. If not, now is a good time to lead  

your family in that.
- Who is the baby the angel is talking about?
- Why does the angel tell Joseph not to fear?
- What does the angel say this baby is going to do?
- Read Romans 5:1. Because of Jesus we’ve been justified by faith (saved from our sins). Therefore, we now have  

what with God?
- Can we attain peace in our own strength? Who gives us peace (John 14:27)?
- As a family spend the week working on memorizing Matthew 1:21. Consider a reward for if the whole family can 

memorize and recite the verse by this Saturday.

SONG AND PRAYER
- Sing the suggested song together as a family. If you need help with the music look the song up on our Spotify playlist!
- Spend some time praying together as a family.
- For the remainder of this week consider singing one of the suggested songs and spending time in prayer together as a 

family each night before bed.

FAMILY ACTIVITY 
Through Jesus we find peace with God. Therefore, this week let’s prepare notes that proclaim this peace to others. Think of 
people who you can share His peace with (like your neighbors...even if you don’t know their names!) and write encouraging 
notes to them that point to the peace of Christ. And for the little ones who can’t write have them draw pictures! Also, 
include in these notes your names, your address, and even some contact info so that you can connect with your neighbors. 
Then save these to hand deliver next week (you’ll see why next week). Spend the rest of the week praying for those you made 
notes for, and that they would experience the peace of Christ this Christmas season.

FEATURED SONG

O Holy Night 

Verse 1
O holy night! The stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of our dear Saviour’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
Till He appear’d and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born;
O night divine, O night, O night Divine.

Verse 2
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming,
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand.
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming,
Here come the wise men from the Orient land.
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger;
In all our trials born to be our friend.
He knows our need, to our weaknesses no stranger,
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend!
Behold your King, Before Him lowly bend!

Verse 3
Truly He taught us to love one another;
His law is love and His gospel is peace.
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother;
And in His name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,
Let all within us praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord! O praise His Name forever,
His power and glory evermore proclaim.
His power and glory evermore proclaim.

ADDITIONAL SONGS FOR REFLECTION

Little Drummer Boy
In the Bleak Midwinter
We Three Kings
Do You Hear What I Hear



In Matthew 2, Matthew shifts our attention 
to the wise men, or the magi. Did you notice 
how he said ‘Behold, wise men from the 
east…’? As if to say, ‘Hey, stay alert, I don’t 
want you to miss this point!’ That ‘behold’ is 
probably even more necessary now, roughly 
2,000 years later, because it’s so easy to 
overlook these small, but essential pieces to 
the Christmas story. In our society the wise 
men have been distorted into the 3 Kings. 
But these magi were far from 3 respectable 
kings. They were astrologers. Sorcerers. 
Wizards. The kind of people who practiced 
things condemned by guys like Moses (Deut. 
18.9-14), Isaiah (Isa. 47:11-15), and Paul 
(Gal. 5:19-21). Plus, they were from ‘the 
east’, AKA not Jews. So not only were they 
practicing something abominable in the eyes 
of the Lord, they’re also Gentiles. And it’s 
they who come to worship Jesus. Somehow 
through their sorcery, they managed to read 
the stars and decipher that ‘the king of the 
Jews’ had been born. But don’t miss the 
irony here. These wise men could only get so 
far on their ‘wisdom’ and practices/religion 

(let’s be real though, it’s pretty impressive 
they figured out what they did through just 
reading stars...but the point is, they still fell 
short). Ultimately they needed to submit 
themselves to the authority of the immortal, 
invisible, God only-wise and His words 
to gain access to this king they desired to 
worship. But even more importantly don’t 
miss this: these unclean, sinful, Gentile 
sorcerers came and joyfully worshiped at the 
feet of King Jesus. What a beautiful reminder 
that no one is too far outside the saving reach 
of our Savior! ‘Therefore,’ as our Lord has 
commanded us, ‘go and make disciples of all 
nations’ (Matthew 28:18–19).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.) How do you picture wise men? What 

have you heard or seen about them?

 

2.) How does that picture line up  

with reality?

 

3.) Why do you think these men were 

drawn to seek out this Jewish king?

 

4.) What do we learn about God through 

this story?

 

5.) How do the wise men prepare the  

way for people like you and I to worship 

the King? 

WEEK THREE
 GOD IS WISER | MATTHEW 2:1-12



DAILY READINGS

Monday: Psalm 51

Tuesday: Isaiah 9:2-7

Wednesday: Malachi 4

Thursday: Luke 1:1-25, 57-80

Friday: Luke 1:26-56

Saturday: Luke 2:1-21

FAMILY WORSHIP

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
- Have someone light the first two candles, reminding everyone they represent Hope and Peace
- Have someone light the third candle and explain how it represents Joy

STUDY GOD’S WORD
- If you have already led the devotional time then re-read Matthew 2:10-11. If not, now is a good time to lead your family 

in that.
- Who were the magi (wise men) looking for?
- What did they need to ultimately find Jesus? (God’s word)
- When they saw the star how did they respond?
- When they came before Jesus what did they do?
- Talk to your children about how these wise men were not Jews, and they would have been considered ‘unclean’ (or sinful). 

But Jesus filled them with joy and they were allowed to approach Him and worship Him. Jesus can save anyone!
- As a family spend the week working on memorizing Matthew 2:10-11. Consider a reward for if the whole family can 

memorize and recite the verse by this Saturday.

SONG AND PRAYER
- Sing the suggested song together as a family. If you need help with the music look the song up on our Spotify playlist!
- Spend some time praying together as a family.
- For the remainder of this week consider singing one of the suggested songs and spending time in prayer together as a 

family each night before bed.

FAMILY ACTIVITY
This week let’s fill our homes and the homes of others with joy! One night early this week, as the WHOLE family, put on 
some Christmas music and prepare some yummy Christmas goodies together. Make enough for both your family to enjoy, 
and to share with others. Then later this week go and deliver those notes you made last week, along with your goodies. And 
if you’re feeling extra brave, consider doing some Christmas caroling as you deliver these notes and goodies.

FEATURED SONG
Go Tell It On The Mountain

Chorus
Go tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and ev’rywhere
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born

Verse 1
While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light

Verse 2
The shepherds feared and trembled
When lo above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed the Savior’s birth

Verse 3
Down in a lowly manger
The humble Christ was born
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn

ADDITIONAL SONGS FOR REFLECTION

Joy to the World
Angels We Have Heard on High
Hark the Herald Angel Sings
The First Noel



Joseph, son of Jacob, was a dreamer. And because of these dreams he ended up in Egypt 
with his family. Add in a maniacal king seeking to kill all the male children, plus a boy who 
is spared, that grows up and performs many signs and wonders and rescues God’s people 
from slavery. Sounds like the makings of a great and memorable story. In fact, that’s such a 
good story, you could get away with telling it twice. Have you ever noticed these parallels 
between Old Testament Joseph and New Testament Joseph? Do you ever wonder if Joseph, 
that is, the New Testament Joseph, noticed these parallels? Did he and Mary talk about 
these similarities? Maybe he and Mary had an inside joke about him needing a robe of many 
colors. How often did he connect the dots that he was a part of something so much bigger 
than himself? When Caesar Augustus announced that inconvenient decree, did Joseph realize 
the 100 mile journey to Bethlehem that he and his very pregnant wife must take was in order 
to fulfill Micah’s prophecy (Micah 5:2)? And when the angel appeared to him, for a second 
time in a dream, and told him his son was in danger and they needed to flee (another 100 
miles!) to Egypt, did he realize this was to help us see Jesus, as the author of Hebrews said, as 
the greater Moses (Heb. 3)? What about when, for a third time in a dream, the angel visited 
him and told him Herod had died and it was safe to return to Israel? With King Herod’s 
death, did Joseph recall God’s promise to the great King David about that eternal throne He 
was going to establish, and did he wonder if that was about to take place? Did Joseph maybe 
start daydreaming about the royal life and what it would be like to reap the benefits of being 
father of the king? And how did Joseph feel when, for the fourth time, a dream changed his 
plans? Those dreams of a castle and eternal throne were now gone. Even worse, Joseph found 
himself in Nazareth. Nothing good comes from Nazareth! It’s fascinating to wonder what 
Joseph may have thought and felt throughout all of that. He was human, so we can certainly 
put ourselves in his shoes (or sandals?) and try to make educated guesses. Excitement, fear, 
concern, confusion, frustration. But at the end of the day that’s all they are...guesses. I do 
wonder though, through all of these moments of plans changing and the Lord redirecting 
their steps, did he gain a deeper appreciation for the words of Old Testament Joseph: “God 
meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive” (Gen. 50:20)?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.) Recap the story of Joseph in Genesis 37-

50. What happened in his life?

 

2.) How does the story of Old Testament 

Joseph parallel the life of New 

Testament Joseph?

 

3.) How hard do you think it was for Joseph 

to keep trusting these dreams? Do you 

think he ever doubted their validity?

 

4.) Why is it significant that Jesus went into 

Egypt and then eventually made His 

own exodus to Nazareth?

 

5.) What do these stories tell us about how 

God works in history? 

WEEK FOUR
THE TALE OF TWO JOSEPHS | MATTHEW 2:13-24



DAILY READINGS

Monday: Christmas Eve Devotional
Tuesday: Christmas Day Devotional
Wednesday through Saturday: See ‘The Day After Christmas’

FAMILY WORSHIP
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
- Have someone light the first three candles, reminding everyone they represent Hope, Peace and Joy
- Have someone light the fourth candle and explain how it represents Love

STUDY GOD’S WORD
- If you have already led the devotional time then re-read Matthew 2:21. If not, now is a good time to lead your  

family in that.
- Who communicated to Joseph in his dreams? How many times do we see this happen in the text? How many times did 

Joseph obey?
- Read John 14:23. If we love Jesus then what will we do?
- Based on Joseph’s repeated obedience, can we say that Joseph loved the Lord?
- Read 1 John 4:19 and explain how the reason we are able to love God and others is because God first loved us.
- Talk with your children about how God demonstrated His love to us (John 3:16 and Romans 5:8).
- As a family spend the week working on memorizing Matthew 2:21. Consider a reward for if the whole family can 

memorize and recite the verse by this Saturday.

SONG AND PRAYER
- Sing the suggested song together as a family. If you need help with the music look the song up on our Spotify playlist!
- Spend some time praying together as a family.
- For the remainder of this week consider singing one of the suggested songs and spending time in prayer together as a 

family each night before bed.

FAMILY ACTIVITY
John 3:16 reminds us that God loved the world. His love isn’t limited to a person or people group. It’s available to all who 
put their faith in Him. Therefore, let us not restrain our love. As a family, prayerfully consider a person or people who 
oftentimes our society overlooks and fails to show love to. If you can go and do something this week, then wonderful. But 
God doesn’t demonstrate His love only at Christmas time, so we shouldn’t either. Therefore, consider making this something 
you and your family do regularly, such as visiting a nursing home, or serving at a homeless shelter, or caring for children in 
your local children’s hospital. As parents, help connect the dots for your kids. We serve not simply because it makes us feel 
good or because it’s the “right thing to do,” but because Jesus showed His love by coming and serving, and we are to love 
like He loves.

FEATURED SONG
Once in Royal David’s City
(Andy Gullahorn and Jill Phillips)

Verse 1
Once in royal Davids city,
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her Baby,
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ, her little Child.

Verse 2
He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall:
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

Verse 3
For He is our childhood’s pattern;
Day by day, like us, He grew;
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles, like us He knew;
And He cares when we are sad,
And he shares when we are glad.

Verse 4
And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that Child so dear and gentle,
Is our Lord in heaven above:
And He leads His children on,
To the place where He is gone.

ADDITIONAL SONGS FOR REFLECTION

O Come All Ye Faithful
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (The Modern Post)
What Child is This



If you were looking to read the Bible’s Christmas story to your children on Christmas 
Eve, you probably would not instinctively turn to the Gospel of John. John bypasses the 
biographical details provided by Matthew and Luke and opts to portray the coming of Christ 
in his own unique way. John’s Christmas story doesn’t begin with an angelic visit to Mary and 
it doesn’t end at a manger scene in Bethlehem. Instead, John stretches his version of the story 
to include all of eternity. He begins “in the beginning” before the world was even formed 
(1:1). He speaks of Jesus’ divine nature and involvement in the very creation of the world 
(1:1-3). He demonstrates that Jesus is the light of the world who “shines in the darkness” 
(1:4-5). He focuses on who Jesus is before he begins to explain what Jesus did.

These are good truths to reflect on this Christmas Eve. As our Advent season culminates in 
celebration, it is good to be reminded of the true identity of that baby lying in a manger. He 
was God, indeed. And He came for us. 

It is in the prologue to John’s Gospel where we find one of the clearest and most succinct 
descriptions of the Incarnation in all of Scripture: “the Word became flesh” (1:14). When 
Jesus came to earth, He revealed to the world the glory of God by demonstrating God’s 
character through His actions and words. While the law of Moses helped man see how far we 
had gotten away from God (1:17), Jesus came to reveal (and to become) the way back home. 

Give thanks to God this Christmas Eve for sending His Son into the world. “He has made 
Him known” and made a way for us to to be known by Him (1:18). May He be glorified in 
all we do this Advent season!

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.) What is your favorite thing about 

Christmas?

2.) What is your favorite part of the 

Christmas story in the Bible?

3.) Why do you think John started his 

gospel this way?

4.) Why does John call Jesus “the Word”? 

What is the significance of the Word 

becoming flesh?

5.) What is one unique thing you are 

thankful for this Christmas Eve?

CHRISTMAS EVE
JOHN 1:1-18



FAMILY WORSHIP

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
- Have someone light the first four candles, reminding everyone they represent Hope, Peace, 
Joy and Love

- Have someone light the fifth and final candle and explain how it represents Jesus

STUDY GOD’S WORD
-  If you have already led the devotional time then re-read John 1:14. If not, now is a good 
time to lead your family in that.

- Talk about how Christmas is all about Jesus. It’s only because of Jesus, and it’s only through 
Jesus, we have hope, peace, joy and love.

- Remind your children that the baby lying in the manger, is God. And He came into this 
world to rescue us from our sins and the punishment we deserve, and to make us into new 
creations!

SONG AND PRAYER
- Sing the suggested song together as a family. If you need help with the music look the song 
up on our Spotify playlist!

- Spend some time praying together as a family.

FAMILY ACTIVITY
It’s Christmas Eve! So enjoy the evening together! Get in comfy pajamas, cuddle up on the 
couch with some cocoa, and read Christmas books or watch a Christmas movie together. 
But don’t stay up too late, because tomorrow is Christmas!!! Parents, one last thought. 
Tomorrow morning before y’all get started with Christmas, we want to encourage you to 
view tomorrow’s devotional and lead your family in a (short) time of family worship before 
the craziness of Christmas Day sets in. 

A D D I T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E S

FEATURED SONG
Angels We Have Heard on High

Chorus
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Verse 1
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains

Verse 2
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song?

Verse 3
Come to Bethlehem and see
Him Whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

Verse 4
See Him in a manger laid
Jesus Lord of heaven and earth;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
With us sing our Savior’s birth. 



CHRISTMAS DAY
“The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice!” - Psalm 97:1

It’s Christmas! Rejoice, rejoice! Again, I say rejoice! Emmanuel has come! The One God 
promised to send into this world to rescue us from our sins did in fact come and dwell 
amongst us, lived the perfect and sinless life that we are unable to live, and humbly and 
lovingly bore the Father’s wrath and died the death we each deserve. And it is He whom God 
raised from the dead and ascended to the Heavens where He sits at the Father’s right hand. 
It is He who reigns over all creation. It is He who will one day return to judge the living and 
the dead. It is because of His righteousness we can rejoice! Despite the hardships and sorrows 
of life, we can consider all things joy and rejoice! Therefore, celebrate today! Don’t worship 
the presents, the people, and the “good feelings” the Christmas season brings. But praise and 
thank the Lord for His amazing grace and awesome gift of salvation. Praise and thank Him 
for the people (the family and friends), thank Him for the gifts and presents, thank Him for 
the Christmas lights and music! And above all, thank Him for Jesus, the One who reigns. 
Therefore let the earth rejoice!

FAMILY WORSHIP
It’s Christmas morning. We know what it looks like in many of your homes because it’s likely 
the same scene in our homes too! The kids probably woke you up multiple times this morning 
because of their excitement, and the coffee hasn’t kicked in yet. So let’s be realistic, family 
worship will be hard to pull off. So instead of trying to fight a losing battle this morning, just 
do this. Before you start opening Christmas presents, take one minute to pause your family 
and remind them (and yourself) what we’re celebrating this morning. If you think you can 
pull it off, sing a song of celebration, like Joy to the World (even if it’s just 1 verse), and/or 
taking a moment to pray. But above all, take a moment to simply remind them why we rejoice! 
And then crank up the Christmas music, and have a fun and merry Christmas!!!

FEATURED SONG
Joy to the World

Verse 1
Joy to the world the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’n and nature sing
And heav’n and nature sing
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing

Verse 2
Joy to the earth the Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods
Rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat repeat the sounding joy

Verse 3
No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found
Far as the curse is found
Far as far as the curse is found

Verse 4
He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders wonders of His love



THE DAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
It’s the day after Christmas. The world around us begins to return to normal. For some this 
a sorrowful moment as the countdown must start over for next year. For others it’s a joyful 
moment as it means a break until next (early) Autumn when Christmas will take over again. 
But when we celebrate Advent we not only celebrate Christ’s first coming, we also look 
forward to His second coming. So for the remainder of this week let’s spend time reflecting 
on who Jesus is and what He will accomplish in His Second Advent. Consider how this 
should daily shape our lives. Use the following daily readings, final devotional, and additional 
resources to assist you in doing that.

DAILY READINGS

Wednesday: Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Thursday: John 1:1-34
Friday: Luke 4:1-13
Saturday: Revelation 21-22



The author of Hebrews instructs us to ‘consider Jesus’ 
(Heb. 12:3). And let’s face it, during the Christmas 
season, when we’re surrounded by things that remind 
us of Him, it can be a little easier to consider Him. 
But as we pack up the nativity scenes, turn off the 
songs that filled our homes with joy-filled declarations 
of His arrival, and now shift our focus to a new year, 
it’s easy to begin losing sight of Him. But the author 
of Hebrews makes it clear. In order to lay aside every 
weight and sin which clings so closely, and to run 
the race before us with endurance, we must consider 
Jesus. We must direct the attention of our minds 
to Christ. Considering anyone or anything else will 
result in us growing weary and fainthearted.

This is not the only time in scripture we are told 
to direct the attention of our minds towards the 
things of God. The Old Testament is filled with 
these commands: Deut. 11:2, 32:7, 1 Sam. 12:24, 
Job 37:14, Ps. 90:11, 106:7, 107:43, 119:95 & 128, 
Eccl. 7:13. Jesus Himself instructed us to consider 
the ravens and the lilies in order to remember God as 
provider (Luke 12:24 & 27). Or recall Paul’s words 
to the Corinthians to ‘take every thought captive’ (2 
Corinthians 10:5) or to the Colossians to ‘Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are 
on earth.’ (Col 3:2).

Why does God, throughout His Word, command us 
to direct the attention of our mind towards the things 
of God? The answer seems to be found in Romans 
8:5-6: ‘For those who live according to the flesh set 
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who 
live according to the Spirit set their minds on the 
things of the Spirit. For to set the mind on the flesh 

is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace.’

John Piper once said: ‘The mind is the window of 
the heart. If we let our minds constantly dwell on 
the dark, the heart will feel dark. But if we open the 
window of our mind to the light, the heart will feel 
the light.’

Or to put another way: To set our mind on things of 
the flesh is to set our heart on death. But to set our 
mind on the things of God is to set our heart on life.

Jesus came and did what the first Adam couldn’t do 
(and you and I can’t do), and that is perfectly fulfill 
the Father’s will. So it’s through Him we have hope, 
joy, peace and love. That’s why the author of Hebrews 
urges us to ‘consider Jesus’. He is the Light that will 
illuminate our darkened minds. He is the Life that 
awakens our dead hearts.

If you have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer 
you who live, but Christ who lives in you; and the 
life you now live in the flesh you live by faith in the 
Son of God (Gal. 2:20). If you are in Christ you 
are a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17) and therefore you 
have a new mindset. That new mindset is this: utter 
reliance on Christ. Therefore, as we countdown the 
final hours of this year and prepare to ring in the new, 
consider Jesus. Approach this new year not in your 
own strength, but with a mind and heart entirely 
surrendered and dependent on Jesus so that you may 
not grow weary or fainthearted.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.)  As this first Advent comes to another 

close, what are ways you can keep 

the second Advent alive in your heart 

throughout the remainder of the year?

2.) How should the Advent (1st and 2nd 

comings) impact and shape your daily 

living throughout the year?

3.) New Year’s traditionally is a time we 

make resolutions and goals for the 

upcoming year. While it’s certainly good 

to set goals and resolutions, there’s a 

temptation to approach them in our 

own strength. How can you set and 

approach resolutions this year that 

would bring God glory?

WEEK FIVE
CONSIDER JESUS | HEBREWS 12



DAILY READINGS

As our Advent guide comes to a close we will be returning to our study of Exodus next 
Sunday, January 6, 2019. Therefore, for this week we want to encourage you to consider 
reading Exodus 19 through 40, or at least some of it, to help you begin preparing your 
heart for this series.

FAMILY WORSHIP
STUDY GOD’S WORD
- If you have already led the devotional time then re-read Hebrews 12:1-3. If not, now is a good time to lead your  

family in that.
- Who does the author of Hebrews want us to consider?
- What does it mean to ‘consider’?
- Why should we consider Jesus?
- What does the author say we should lay aside and do?
- Can we do this in our own strength? How can we do this then?

SONG AND PRAYER
- Sing the suggested song together as a family. If you need help with the music look the songs up on our ‘New Year’s’  

Spotify playlist!
- Spend some time praying together as a family.
- For the remainder of this week consider singing one of the suggested songs and spending time in prayer together as a 

family each night before bed.

FAMILY ACTIVITY
As a family, pray about and think of someone (a family member, a friend, a neighbor, etc.) who doesn’t know Jesus. As a 
family, commit 2019 as a year to pray for them. Pray that God would give you opportunities to talk to them about Jesus 
and that God would soften their heart and make them receptive to the good news of Jesus. Discuss ways as a family you can 
connect with this person and show them love (pray for opportunities, invite them to your home, invite them to church, do 
something nice for them, find ways to serve them, etc). Use this as an opportunity to disciple your children and demonstrate 
to them that if we believe Jesus is who He says He is then there should be an longing within us to proclaim His gospel to 
those around us.

FEATURED SONG
All Glory Be To Christ Our King
(Kings Kaleidescope)

Chorus
All glory be to Christ our king!
All glory be to Christ!
His rule and reign we’ll ever sing
All glory be to Christ!

Verse 1
Should nothing of our efforts stand
No legacy survive
Unless the Lord does raise the house
In vain its builders strive

To you who boast tomorrow’s gain
Tell me, What is your life?
A mist that vanishes at dawn
All glory be to Christ!

Verse 2
His will be done, His kingdom come
On earth as is above
Who is Himself our daily bread
Praise Him, the Lord of love

Let living water satisfy
The thirsty without price
We’ll take a cup of kindness yet
All glory be to Christ!

Verse 3
When on the day the great I Am
The faithful and the true
The Lamb who was for sinners slain
Is making all things new

Behold our God shall live with us
And be our steadfast light
And we shall e’er his people be
All glory be to Christ!

ADDITIONAL SONGS FOR REFLECTION
Called Me Higher (All Sons and Daughters)
Lord I Need You (Matt Maher)
Be Thou My Vision (Ascend the Hill)



MUSIC & BOOKS

MIDLANDS CHURCH ON SPOTIFY
Midlands Church is on Spotify! Search for ‘Midlands Church’ (look for the Midlands bird!) and follow us. We have 2 Christmas playlists we 
have put together for your enjoyment. One is an Advent Playlist made up of songs focused on Christ. Many are the classic Christmas 
hymns we have grown to love singing in church during the Advent season, some are remixes and new arrangements of those songs, and 
others may be entirely new songs for you. The second playlist is a general Christmas Playlist made up of all the advent songs, plus the 
Christmas carols we have come to know and love; some classic, some fun, and some plain silly! We hope you can utilize these playlists 
to assist you during both your times of worship, as well as filling your home with fun and merry music during the most wonderful time of 
the year!

Spotify is a music streaming service that has apps available for download on computer, mobile or tablet devices, as well as streaming devices like Roku and Apple TV, video game systems, smart TVs, etc. 
You can set up a free account to browse music by song title, artist, album, genre, etc. Please note the free account will require you to listen to the occasional ad.

RECOMMENDED CHRISTMAS MUSIC
We polled some of the Midlands leadership for their favorite Christmas albums! Some of these albums appear in either or both of our 
Spotify Playlists, while some are not available on Spotify.

A Christmas Album by Amy Grant

A Neighborly Christmas & Another Neighborly Christmas 
by Drew Holcomb

Behold the Lamb of God by Andrew Peterson

Christmas by Michael Bublé

Christmas Classics by Bing Crosby

Ella and Louis Christmas by Ella Fitzgerald and Louis Armstrong

Let it Snow Baby...Let it Reindeer by Relient K

Merry Christmas by Mariah Carey

 
Prepare Him Room by Sovereign Grace

That’s Christmas to Me by Pentatonix

The Christmas Song by Nat King Cole



MUSIC & BOOKS

BOOKS
Here is a list of Christmas themed books we recommend for both adults and children:

FOR THE ADULTS

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens

Behold the Lamb of God by Russ Ramsey

Christmas Playlist by Alistair Begg

Come Let Us Adore Him by Paul David Tripp

Hidden Christmas by Tim Keller

The Dawning of Indestructible Joy by John Piper

The First Days of Jesus by Andreas J. Köstenberger & Alexander E. Stewart

An Even Better Christmas Matt Chandler

FOR THE KIDS

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens (Author) and Brett Helquist (Illustrator)

A Christmas Story by Brian Wildsmith

Come and Meet the Characters of Christmas by Ruth Hearson

Family Worship for the Christmas Season by Ray Rhodes

Goodnight, Manger by Laura Sassi

Jesus is Born by Sophie Piper

Long Long Ago in Bethlehem: The Birth of Jesus by Carine Mackenzie

Prepare Him Room: Celebrating the Birth of Jesus Family Devotional by Marty Machowski

Song of the Stars by Sally Lloyd Jones

The Christmas Promise by Alison Mitchell

The Plan: How God got the World Ready for Jesus by Sinclair Ferguson

The Road to Bethlehem by Brian Wildsmith

The Star Marker by Helen Buckley



Part of the joy and fond memories we have surrounding Christmas are the enjoyable traditions and activities our families observed and 
partook of during our childhood. We’ve compiled a list of suggested activities and traditions. We want to encourage our body, whether 
you have kids in the home or you do this with friends, to make Christmas a memorable and enjoyable time. We’ve also set up a Pinterest 
board where you can find examples and tutorials for some of the suggestions below (noted with a (p)), as well as more suggestions for 
activities and traditions. Find us on Pinterest at Pinterest.com/midlandschurch.

Attend our Lessons and Carols and Candle Lighting service  
on December 21! 
This will be our 4th annual Lessons and Carols service. This is a wonderful time 

reading the word and singing songs, capped off with candle lighting. We’ll gather 

in Burriss Hall and begin at 6:30pm. Invite guests! Please note, there will be no 

childcare. We will follow this time with coffee, cocoa and desserts.

Decorate for Christmas!
Crank up the Christmas music, make some cocoa or cider, and start 

decorating! And for those who might be tempted to grumble or are prone to 

be perfectionists, go ahead and accept that with kids around, you will be doing 

most of the work, it’s not going to be perfect and something will probably break. 

But just laugh, have fun and enjoy it! Enjoy that time spent with your kids and 

building those memories.

Go Christmas Tree Hunting
If you prefer a live Christmas Tree consider going to a local tree farm to pick one 

out. Some tree farms let you cut the tree down yourself, and they usually have 

other fun activities such as hay rides and fire pits for marshmallow roasting. But 

if you can’t make it to a tree farm you can also make a trip to the local store fun 

as well!

Light the advent candles each week. 
Use the above weekly devotionals for direction on how to lead and instruct 

during that time. There are also creative ‘flameless’ ideas if you are unable to 

light candles. (p)

Create an advent wreath for your advent candles (p)

Create a daily advent for your kids. (p)

Book-a-day for Advent
Gather 23 Christmas themed books, they don’t all have to be Christ-centered, 

wrap them and then each night let your kids unwrap 1 book and read it before 

bed. Buy 1 Christmas book, preferably a Christ-centered one, and save that one 

for Christmas Eve.

 
Jesus Storybook Bible
a 24 day advent reading plan is a great daily devotional for younger kids (p)

Bake and decorate Christmas goodies and deliver to 
your neighbors

Go Christmas caroling! 
Gather together with friends and family and go caroling in your neighborhood 

(this is also a good time to deliver your Christmas goodies!). Make it fun! 

Incorporate fun and silly Christmas hats and sweaters, jingle bells, etc.

Show hospitality! 
Invite people over for a Christmas party, or just a low key evening to sip on some 

hot cocoa and hang out, wear ugly Christmas sweaters, play gift exchange 

games, or watch a Christmas movie. Be sure to get out of your comfort zone 

and invite some neighbors or coworkers you haven’t gotten to know yet.

Go see a performance. 
Look up local theaters and churches to see what plays, ballets, concerts, 

musicals, etc, are being put on

 
 
 

ACTIVITIES & TRADITIONS



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go look at lights and decorations. 
Riverbanks Zoo and Saluda Shoals Park are 2 excellent (paid) options to see lots of 

Christmas lights and decorations (plus they have other family friendly activities). Or if 

you’d rather not pay, drive around through different neighborhoods. Ask your friends 

for suggestions of houses and neighborhoods to go look at if you don’t know of any.

Go to parades and tree lightings. 
Downtown Columbia, along with many of our neighboring towns, host annual 

parades and tree lighting events.

Go ice skating...outdoors. 
Starting on Thanksgiving Day downtown Columbia opens an outdoor ice skating rink 

for the holiday season. 

Go to a live nativity. 
Several local churches in the Midlands host live nativities throughout the month!

Love Your Neighbors. 
Consider making baked goods and notes, and delivering them to your neighbors. 

You could also use this as a time to do some Christmas caroling! 

Serve Others! 
Volunteer in a food shelter, buy presents and deliver to someone in need, contact the 

Children’s Hospital for ways to serve the children stuck in the hospital over Christmas, 

go visit those in retirement homes who may not typically have anyone come visit 

them, participate in drives like Operation Christmas Child, Adopt a US Soldier, 

Salvation Army’s Red Kettle or Angel Tree, etc

ACTIVITIES & TRADITIONS
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When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,

 we were like those who dream.

Then our mouth was filled with laughter,

and our tongue with shouts of joy;

then they said among the nations,

“The Lord has done great things for them.”

 The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad. 

— P S A L M 126:1-3


